The advantages of palliative resection in squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus.
A series of 223 resections for esophageal squamous cell carcinoma performed from 1975 to 1982 (70% were palliative or cleaning resections) is presented. Postoperative mortality and morbidity are not significantly different after palliative resection from those after curative resection. The long-term results are encouraging and clearly superior to those obtained with other medical and surgical palliative therapies. These findings lead the authors to support the use of palliative resection for esophageal carcinoma, except in cases of cervical tumors with a poor prognosis.